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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 16, 2001.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K.
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord of nations and Prince of peace,
we pray today for Afghanistan.

Merciful God, throughout the ages
You bring good news to the poor and
raise up the lowly who turn to You
with religious faith. We rejoice with
the liberation of the Afghan people who
have not been humiliated but lifted up
to new aspirations of peace and secu-
rity. Guide the many factions within
this country, that a strong coalition
may bring law and order to suffering
people. As You do here, so in Afghani-
stan raise up true leadership that looks
not to positioning or power, but to
uniting people in doing what is right
and what is timely for all.

We thank You for the safe release of
those who were held captive. We are
one with those who never forgot them
in prayer and ask Your just reward for
those who risked their lives in their es-
cape.

Lord, our refuge and defense, con-
tinue to protect and guide our military
forces as they seek to create a future
for people in the wake of bringing ter-
rorists to justice. You have opened our
eyes by compassion to this rugged ter-

rain and the strengthening independ-
ence of the Afghan people. Let us never
forget them in the winter of this war.
Match freedom with food and policing
with human understanding, for You
alone measure our success and our life
now and forever. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
OSBORNE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. OSBORNE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 10 one-minutes per
side.

———

UNIFORM AVIATION SECURITY IS
IMPORTANT FOR RURAL AMERICA

(Mr. OSBORNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I have
been surprised and amazed that nearly
all the debate over airport security has
focused on one issue, and that is the
federalization of airport screening per-
sonnel.

In my mind, three critical issues
have been largely ignored. These issues

are probably more important than any
other.

Number one, the Senate bill applied
to only 142 of the largest airports in
the country. Hundreds of airports were
not regulated. In the State of Nebraska
only one airport would have been regu-
lated under that bill. The compromise
bill applies to all airports in the United
States regarding standards and per-
sonnel.

Secondly, the Senate bill did not ad-
dress the screening of checked baggage.
The compromise bill requires 100 per-
cent screening of all checked baggage.

Thirdly, the Senate bill did not regu-
late baggage handlers, caterers and me-
chanics. The compromise bill does.

Closing these loopholes has been crit-
ical. The American public will be much
safer due to these changes. I think it is
very important that we pass this bill.

———
FOOD SAFETY

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I suspect that a lot of us become a
little impatient in light of the terrorist
threat, and I rise this morning with a
little impatience to scold the United
States Department of Agriculture,
maybe request that they give consider-
ation to a resolution that 30 of us in-
troduced. That resolution, which is
H.Con.Res. 258, called for more co-
operation between the United States
Department of Agriculture and HHS in
the food inspection at our borders, the
food products coming into the United
States. There is a lot of overlap. We
need better cooperation.

If it is an open-face sandwich, one
agency inspects it. If it is two slices of
bread, another agency inspects it. If it
is a burrito with cheese, then it is in-
spected by HHS. If it is a burrito with
meat, then it is inspected by USDA. At
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